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Congruction work is hazardous. Within congtruction some trades have higher overdl injury
rates, or higher rates of specific kinds of injuries. Detailed andysis of trade specific patterns,
and then of the circumstances associated with those patterns of injury, can dlow targeted
interventions. We have collected data on injuries to ver 3400 construction workers injured
between 1990 and 1998 and treated at alarge urban emergency department. Within that set
we have captured data on acute injuries at one large congtruction project built over four years

and involving 6.6 person-hours of labor. This project had an agreement with the University

Hospitd to send dl acute injuries to the emergency department.

We will present data on 154 injuries of carpenters (N=66) and laborers (N=88) working for a
gpecific contractor on this project; this contractor was in charge of the task of stripping forms.
We will present data on the nature and extent of injury and contrast it with the overdl injury
patterns of other laborers and/or other construction crafts on this project and in our overal
aurveillance database. Overdl, the workers for this contractor had a higher percentage of
injuries from “struck-by/struck-againgt” than other crafts. They dso had a higher proportion of

injuries from fractures and contusions, consgstent with the injury circumstances.



Aswell as describing the patterns of injury and diagnoses, we will describe the task of stripping

forms, and possble strategies to decreased injury in this high-risk task.



